B Ain Journal

Yoy Ay il gadad 8 4 gud) Ay all dStaall B Ay el () gall 90
j,j)'d\ e StLal) slita PRIPN zuwbd

dlac|
daadl dilae A&
403 el 4 yall aSladl)

DOI NO. https://doi.org/10.59660/527211
Received 12/11/2025, Revised 05/01/2026, Acceptance 25/02/2026, Available online and Published
01/07/2026

Abstract

This study examines the evolution of the seaport sector in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its
strategic role in advancing the objectives of Vision 2030. It focuses specifically on King Abdulaziz
Port as a central hub striving to achieve global competitiveness. The study adopts a mixed-
methods approach that integrates descriptive statistical analysis with field surveys of employees in
the sector. SPSS statistical software is employed to analyze operational performance and evaluate
key logistical indicators.

The findings indicate a substantial increase in maritime cargo volumes between 2015 and 2024,
driven by the development of port infrastructure and the acceleration of digital transformation
through the adoption of smart-port systems and the deployment of digital technologies and
artificial intelligence in operations management. The study also notes that the Kingdom has
implemented policies that promote environmental sustainability by expanding the use of renewable
energy and reducing emissions associated with maritime transport, thereby reflecting the sector’s
commitment to international standards.

Despite these advancements, Saudi ports continue to face several challenges, including operational
congestion, climate-related risks, and the need to enhance workforce capabilities and the
technologies in use. The study recommends strengthening international partnerships, advancing
digital technologies, and integrating sustainability principles across all maritime transport
operations to reinforce the global competitiveness of Saudi ports.

Ultimately, this study helps address the research gap regarding the role of Saudi ports in
supporting the national economy. It also provides practical and strategic insights to guide maritime
and logistics strategies in alignment with Vision 2030, thereby enhancing the Kingdom’s position
as a global logistics hub.
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