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Abstract

This study aims to identify the components of the blue economy in Damietta Governorate and
explore ways to employ them to support sustainable economic growth and promote comprehensive
development in the governorate. The research problem stems from the limited current utilization of
available marine and coastal resources, the inadequacy of infrastructure and technology, and the
absence of an integrated strategic framework to guide the use of these resources toward achieving
sustainable development.

The study adopted the descriptive—analytical approach, combining quantitative description and
qualitative analysis to provide a comprehensive understanding of the reality of the blue economy
in Damietta. The study population included various workers in marine-related sectors, such as
maritime transport and port officials, fishermen, investors in marine tourism, and workers in sea-
related industries. The sample consisted of 165 participants.

A questionnaire was used as the primary data collection tool, supported by semi-structured
interviews. Secondary data were also obtained from official, local, and international reports. To
test the hypotheses, the data were analyzed using SPSS through descriptive statistical methods
(frequencies, percentages, and means) and inferential methods (correlation and regression
analysis).

The findings revealed that marine and coastal resources form a fundamental pillar for supporting
blue economy activities, and that developing maritime infrastructure and ports significantly
enhances its role as a driver of economic growth. The results also showed that financial,
technological, and organizational challenges hinder achieving the required efficiency, while
government policies and investments play a crucial role in strengthening the blue economy
components and ensuring the sustainability of its activities.

Moreover, the findings confirmed that the blue economy clearly contributes to diversifying income
sources and creating new job opportunities, which raise living standards and enhance economic
and social stability in the governorate. Overall, the impact of blue economy components was found
to be very strong in supporting sustainable economic development and achieving a balance

between economic and environmental dimensions.
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