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Abstract

Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo) shipping lines are among the most important modern tools for supporting
international trade and enhancing logistical integration, as they allow trucks and trailers to be
transported directly via ships without the need for conventional loading and unloading operations.
This reduces transit time, lowers costs, and increases the efficiency of supply chains. In this
context, the present study aimed to measure the impact of operating the regular RoRo shipping line
between Egypt’s Damietta Port and Italy’s Trieste Port on enhancing Egyptian foreign trade,
through an analysis of the related operational, logistical, and institutional factors.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach to examine operational and logistical
dimensions and review previous studies, in addition to a quantitative approach using a field survey
directed at employees and experts in the maritime and logistics sector. Hypotheses were tested
using SPSS through a series of statistical analyses, including descriptive statistics, reliability and
validity tests (Cronbach’s Alpha), factor analysis, correlation matrices, multiple linear regression,
and Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) to strengthen the reliability of
the results.

The results indicated that the regular shipping line significantly contributed to enhancing foreign
trade indicators, particularly by increasing export volumes and reducing logistic cycle time,
supported by the regularity of voyages and the readiness of infrastructure. The findings also
showed that the impact of institutional integration and private sector involvement remained limited
at the current stage, which can be attributed to the novelty of the line and the incomplete
operational and institutional maturity, confirming the study’s hypotheses.
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